Curriculum

TASIS TV

Course Overview
This course is designed as an introduction to the field of broadcast journalism  and to the process of creating a school television show. Students in the class create the TASIS Middle School television program, TASIS  TV. While doing so, they obtain experience in scouting for stories, researching  stories, creating interview questions, interviewing people, filming interviews,  filming stories, editing videos, doing voice-overs, creating run time sheets,  writing scripts, editing scripts, and broadcasting the show. The course uses a variety of instructional methodology, including hands-on learning, multi-media presentations, class discussions, small group work, and  one-on-one conferencing. Because skill levels and interests of students in the  middle school classroom typically vary widely, both the curriculum and the  instructional methodology allow for differentiation based on individual  interests, needs, and skills levels.
Department Standards
Students will:
develop critical thinking skills that will encourage them to make connections between literature and both their own lives and other academic disciplines;
develop an appreciation for literature through the comprehension and analysis of various genres;
communicate their understanding and ideas effectively in a variety of written forms;
articulate organized ideas through a variety of oral activities;
expand and strengthen their vocabularies to enhance their ability to understand and communicate;
and learn and apply the standard conventions of the English language in both speaking and writing.

[bookmark: Benchmarks]Benchmarks: 
TASIS TV is a two-quarter course. The major benchmark of the course is the broadcast of the TASIS TV show for the TASIS Middle School community.


[bookmark: Performance_Indicators]Performance Indicators
Introduction to the field of broadcast journalism: Students will understand the role of a middle school television show and the different types of news clips and other content in a television show.

Research skills: Students will find information for their news clips and learn how to distinguish good sources from unsatisfactory sources, and students will apply this knowledge when creating their own news clips.

Interview skills: Students will prepare different types of interview questions, and students will conduct and film effective interviews with news sources.

Editing skills: Students will learn and practice effective video editing and voice-over skills using iMovie software.

Production skills: Students will produce and broadcast TASIS TV shows for the benefit of the middle school community.

Additional skills: Students who wish to extend their knowledge further will learn to use a variety of additional equipment and software used in the creation of television shows and movies. 

[bookmark: Assessments]Assessments
Students are assessed on completion of the following: successful scouting for stories, drafting of at least two sets of interview questions, filming of at least two clips for TASIS TV shows, editing of film clips, participation in live broadcasts in the studio, attendance, and punctuality. Additionally, students receive an effort mark based upon their engagement in the class.
[bookmark: Core_Topics]Core Topics
Core topics of this introduction to broadcast journalism course include learning about types of broadcast journalism, scouting for stories, preparing for interviews, using digital video cameras, editing digital video clips, inserting sound into video clips, producing television shows, and broadcasting television shows. 

Specific Content
Specific content includes an examination of the different types of news clips and other content in television shows, and the following skills:

Research skills: Scouting for news in our school community, communicating with news sources, and researching information to include in news clips.

Interview skills: Conducting and filming an effective interview, including preparing before the interview and interacting with the interview subject during the interview.

Editing skills: Editing videos successfully using the editing software iMovie, doing voice-overs, preparing video clips for broadcast, uploading video clips.

Production skills: Creating a middle school television news show from start to finish, including brainstorming ideas; choosing the most relevant, interesting, and timely news; researching, filming and editing news clips; creating run time sheets; and broadcasting the show to the middle school community.

Additional skills: Students interested in extending their knowledge beyond the basics of the course will have the opportunity to explore other types of equipment and software used in the creation of television shows and movies.

[bookmark: Resources]Resources
The course textbook, Introduction to Journalism; sources of broadcast journalism-related information available on the Internet; instructional videos explaining the iMovie software; a variety of filming, audio, editing, and broadcasting equipment; the TASIS TV broadcast studio; and various software programs used in the production of television programs including Final Cut Pro used by filmmakers to create movies and Toon Boom used to create animated cartoons.
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